
BYLAWS OF LOUISIANA JEEP FREAKS  

Article 1: Name of the Organization   

A. The name of the organization shall be Louisiana Jeep Freaks, also known as LAJF.  

B. The purpose of Louisiana Jeep Freaks is to work to provide an environment where all people that 

share the common enthusiasm for off-roading are welcomed. The group was organized in August 

of 2015 for the purposes of social, recreational, and educational activities. We will also strive to 

further the knowledge of the capabilities of our off-road vehicles through group activities and to 

share expertise with others who are interested in various levels of modification of Jeep vehicles, 

while adhering to the principles of Tread Lightly! Louisiana Jeep Freaks members will participate 

in efforts to provide aid to the community. We will participate via donations and presence in 

charitable organizations. We, an environmentally sensitive group, will also work to educate our 

members on the importance of preserving state and federal lands for public use. No actions of 

Louisiana Jeep Freaks shall directly violate any laws established by the State of Louisiana or any 

state thereof.  

 

Article 2: Membership and Dues:   

A. Owners of off-road vehicles and their families and off-road enthusiasts are eligible for 

membership in Louisiana Jeep Freaks.  Applicants for membership must have a valid driver’s 

license and proof of insurance on all vehicles (if applicable). 

B. Voting power is restricted to each member 18 years or older (family memberships allow for two 

votes in a club election) and participating in a club activity or club business meeting within 90 

days prior to the election.  

C. Dues (when applicable) for this organization will be $35.00/individual (single vehicle) and 

$50.00/family (multiple vehicles in the same household) payable in advance will be collected by 

Secretary/Treasurer at the meeting that the membership application is completed and are non-

refundable and will not be prorated.  A receipt of payment will always be provided.   

D. All members must conduct themselves in a respectable and orderly fashion during all Louisiana 

Jeep Freaks activities.  Membership may also be revoked if a member reflects negatively upon the 

group, by a 2/3 majority vote by the LAJF Board of Directors . 

E. All members must complete a member application form and a waiver of liability. 



F. For any member of Louisiana Jeep Freaks who is also an active member of any of the US armed 

forces, all dues will be waived except for monies required for events, donations, Louisiana Jeep 

Freaks Merchandise, and other monetary involvement.   

G. Any member of Louisiana Jeep Freaks who is an active Civil Servant (Police, Fire, EMT) will only be 

required to pay half (1/2) the amount of total yearly dues with the exception of monies required 

for events, donations, Louisiana Jeep Freaks Merchandise, and other monetary involvement.  

 

Article 3: Charter Members 

A. Members who adopted and signed the by-laws by December 1, 2016, shall be known as charter 

members of the organization. 

 

Article 4: Meetings   

A. Official business meetings will be held six (6) times per year on a date determined by the 

President and Vice President.  At least 7 days of notice will be given if there is a change in date of 

the regularly scheduled monthly meeting.  These are not required to maintain membership, but 

encouraged. 

B. Social meetings and other events scheduled throughout the year are not required to maintain 

membership, but encouraged.  

 

Article 5: Vehicle Safety   

A. All vehicles participating in off-road events must have adequate equipment for safe and legal 

operation.   

B. When participating in a club ride, vehicles must be equipped, at minimum, with front and rear 

tow points (NO EXCEPTIONS).  Other suggested equipment for trail rides is outlined in the club 

literature titled “Trail Ride Guide”.   All vehicles are subject to an initial inspection for vehicle and 

driver safety on club rides.  

 

 

Article 6: Alcohol and Drugs   

A. Alcohol, drugs and other intoxicating substances are not permitted while driving as per Louisiana 

law. If violation of this article occurs, the member/members may be asked not to attend 



subsequent events and/or their club membership(s) may be revoked, if by a 2/3 majority vote at 

a regular monthly meeting.   

B. Alcohol will only be permitted at campouts or other non-motorized activities.  Alcohol at other 

events will be at the discretion of the President and/or Vice President.   

 

Article 7: Administration and Officers   

A. The Board of Directors of Louisiana Jeep Freaks shall consist of a President, Vice President, and 

Secretary/Treasurer these shall be known as the Executive Committee. It shall be their duty to 

outline an agenda for the membership/club business meetings. 

 

Article 8: Duties and Powers of Officers   

A. As of February 8, 2017, by motion of club member, Mike Rocco, and second, by club member 

Sharan Shivers be it known that Wayne Russell and Lori Russel will be known as co-founders of 

Louisiana Jeep Freaks.  Co-Founders, may hold an elected position with voting rights.  Co-

founders will remain as such until dissolution of Louisiana Jeep Freaks.    Co-founder(s) or their 

appointed successor shall have final say on all decisions of the organization and shall have the 

right to veto any decisions made without his or her consent and approval.   

B. President - The President is the executive head of Louisiana Jeep Freaks and shall preside over all 

meetings of Louisiana Jeep Freaks. The President shall also act as spokesperson of Louisiana Jeep 

Freaks and its representatives at meetings with other organizations and committees unless 

another member is designated to do so by the President. He/she shall sign all checks with the 

Secretary/Treasurer, unless both are members of the same family.  He shall also authorize the 

purchase of Louisiana Jeep Freaks merchandise by the Secretary/Treasurer to maintain a 

minimum stock not to exceed $500. If the office of President should become vacant, then the 

Vice President shall immediately fill the office and appoint a new Vice President.   

C. Vice-President - The Vice President shall assume all powers and duties of the President in the 

absence of the President. The Vice President shall also act as an advisor to the President and the 

remainder of the officers. The Vice President shall serve as an additional signer on the club bank 

account in the event that the President is unavailable. The Vice President may be appointed other 

duties by the President.   



D. Secretary/Treasurer -  Monthly agenda, 4wd monthly submission, shall keep all the minutes and 

information concerning the meetings of Louisiana Jeep Freaks. The Secretary will also keep and 

maintain the member roll and information regarding current members. In addition, the 

Secretary/Treasurer, or any member appointed by the Secretary/Treasurer, shall inform 

members of any meeting held other than the regular business meeting, only after the meeting is 

approved by the President and Vice President.  Secretary/Treasurer shall have charge and 

exercise general supervision of financial affairs and keep the records and the books of accounts 

thereof. The Secretary/Treasurer shall collect any and all dues, revenues, and assessments of 

Louisiana Jeep Freaks and issue receipt for and have custody of its funds and make all 

disbursements thereof. The Secretary/Treasurer shall present a financial report at each meeting. 

The President or Vice President must approve all disbursements, serve as the secondary signer on 

bank accounts, and verify all receipts by the Secretary/Treasurer. If any reimbursement of funds 

is due to the President, Vice-President or the Secretary/Treasurer , then that person may not be 

one of the two signers on the reimbursement check from the club. The Secretary/Treasurer is 

directly responsible and will be held accountable for all funds of Louisiana Jeep Freaks. He/she 

shall make disbursements from the funds of the organization as directed by the President and 

Article 11 hereof “Election of Officers”. 

E. The powers of this corporation shall be exercised by a Board of Directors which shall consist of 

three (3) members in good standing. These individuals will have the responsibility of ensuring that 

the club is operating in a manner consistent with the values and missions upon which the club 

was founded, at all times. These individuals shall investigate objectively any corruptions of the 

club involving ANY member, up to and including the Board of Directors.  These individuals shall 

possess the power to make any necessary executive decisions to ensure that this club’s integrity 

is maintained, up to and including the expulsion of any member whom is in conflict with the 

aforementioned responsibilities. ANY member that suspects that the club’s integrity has been 

corrupted in any form or fashion may directly approach either of the founders if they feel that 

going through the normal venues of objection cannot be utilized. The Board of Directors shall 

meet at least twice a year at a time and place designated by the Board, or more often as deemed 

necessary by the Board of Directors and/or President. 

 

 



Article 9: Removal of Officers 

A. Any officer of Louisiana Jeep Freaks may be recalled by a two-third majority silent vote. A 

final decision will be made by the Board of Directors by a unanimous vote.  

 

Article 10:  Expenditures and Finance 

A. All moneys received from all sources shall immediately be turned over to the Secretary/Treasurer (or 

another office if Secretary/Treasurer is not accessible) to be deposited in the checking account of 

Louisiana Jeep Freaks within 5 business days.  All deposited funds shall be verified by another officer.  

No cash withdrawal of funds shall be made without approval of the Executive Committee. Single 

expenditures in excess of five hundred ($500) dollars must have majority approval from the Executive 

Committee. All expenditures made by check, and the item for which each check is drawn shall be 

designated on the face or reverse side thereof separately, stating the amount of each. 

 

Article 11: Election of Officers   

A. The membership shall meet and nominate candidates for the Executive Committee positions at 

the November meeting.  Election of officers will be held during the January meeting, and take 

office for each fiscal year at the regular February meeting.  The newly elected officers shall take 

office on February 1st.  Voting shall be done in person and not by proxy or mail.  

B. Those who would like to run for an office will be required to announce his or her intentions no 

later than the October meeting of that year. Candidates must be regular members, in good 

standing at least one month prior to the general election.  If necessary, speeches to the 

membership will be held in November, before the vote is held. Members must be at least 18 

years of age in order to hold any club office.  

C. If any member of Louisiana Jeep Freaks holds a club office or position within any other Jeep club, 

they will not be permitted to hold any office or position within Louisiana Jeep Freaks unless 

approved by the President and Vice President.   

D. Election of officers will be decided by a majority vote of members who are present at the election 

meeting.  

E. In the event of a vacancy of an office, there will be a special election to fill that position, except 

for the presidency, which is described in Article 8, Paragraph B.  A co-founder will fill the vacated 

position as an interim officer or appoint a club member in good standing until the next regular 

election of officers in January.   



 

Article 12: Membership Actions   

A. Any action that requires a vote by the general membership will be done so by majority vote of 

the general membership present at the club business meeting.   

B. All literature, and or apparel representing Louisiana Jeep Freaks that is to be passed out to the 

general public and/or the members of Louisiana Jeep Freaks, or available for purchase, must have 

prior approval of the Board of Directors.    

 

Article 13:  Events 

A. All events shall be subject to approval by the executive committee. 

B. All members, including the President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, are responsible for 

adhering to the direction of the appointed trip leader and his appointed assistants from the beginning 

of an event to the termination of an event. At no time does any member or officer have the right to 

demand any unscheduled stop, change, route or plan. No member will be permitted to join an event 

at any location or time other than the location and said time decided upon for the event if such 

provision causes any change of time, any stop, any delay, or change of route. 

C. All events must be conducted in an orderly manner and with safety as the prime factor. Any event 

held on private property is subject to liability release. 

D. All members or guests who wish to participate/drive in any event must adhere to Louisiana Motor 

Vehicle laws (including, but not limited to, holding a valid driver’s license and motor vehicle insurance) 

 

Article 14: Amendments   

These bylaws are amended by majority vote of the Executive Committee. Any amendment to the 

bylaws must be presented to the Executive Committee in writing. They will then discuss the said 

amendment. If the executive committee approves, said amendments will be written into the by-

laws at that time and submitted to the governing bodies for recording.  

Article 15: Waiver of Liability   

A. Any member of Louisiana Jeep Freaks who elects to participate in any event sponsored, 

promoted or directed by Louisiana Jeep Freaks does so at his/her or its own risk and releases 

Louisiana Jeep Freaks, officers, and directors of Louisiana Jeep Freaks of all liability for any loss or 

damage. It is fully understood by members of Louisiana Jeep Freaks that there is some inherent 



risk associated with events, including damage to vehicles or persons. In addition, the members of 

Louisiana Jeep Freaks agree to INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS Louisiana Jeep Freaks and 

officers, from any loss, liability, damage, or cost they may incur due to such participation, 

whether caused by negligence or otherwise, including acts of god or unforeseen occurrences and 

AGREES TO ASSUME FULL RESPONSIBILITY AND RISK for any bodily injury, death, or property 

damage.   

 

Article 16: Dissolution  

A. Upon dissolution, in accordance with the Articles of Incorporation, the net assets, if any, of the 

organization are to be distributed to a 501(c)(3) organization with a preference for a 

geographically local non-profit organization with an emphasis on off-road vehicle interest and 

then by a geographically local non-profit organization that gives back to the disadvantaged in the 

community. 

 

Article 17: Ultimate By-Law  

A. Have fun!! 


